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An invitation to the aforementioned Socie - 
ty, or little Common-wealth, &c. 


Hough men.'are bound one to another upon ſeveral- 
gg accounts,& knit together with very ftreight bonds, 
PT and that the likeneſs either of manners,or of life & 
2” converſation,or of parentage and education,begets 

SES a mutual friendſhip between them, yet this is the 
moſt perfe&,and ofall others,the moſt blefſed, whenGod by the 
diſpenſation of his ſecret counſel] joyned ſome ſuch together as 
do agree with his divine will,& wich the rules of nature, & they 
will not exchange their union or fellowſhip for all the riches in 
the World. | 
| But the more divine this ftate of friendſhip is,the ſeldomer is 
it ſeen amongſt us, and the more is Satan ( that enemy of man- 
kind) againſt it, who knows full well that he hath not ſo much 
right or power to meddle with this holy fire, and the matter 
which maintaineth it, as he hath where either recreation or ad- 
vantageisonely looked after;which kind of friendſhips heuſeth 
with very little trouble to diſſolve ; bur in this way of amic % 
God onely is the bond wherewith they are tyed together wich- 
out being liable to be unlooſed, and upon which foundation be« 

ing fix*d, they reſolve to withſtand all aflaults whatſoever. 

If chen therebe any felicity in the life of man, or any effica- 
civus remedy to prevent his furure miſery ; I conceivenothing 
wasever moreſolacing or reviving, and come nearer to the di- 
vinenature, then love,v:z. true love, which doth ſo communi- 
cateitſelf in, and to that wherewith it reciprocates, that it 
ſeems to have exchanged therewith ,. and made over thereto, 
whartſoeverit did pofleſs before; ſo that amongf true friends 
there is \uch an agreement,that no ſecret, no joy, no profit,nor. 
any croſs or affiiCtion is undivided, but whatſoever berides either 
of them, is no otherwiſe then if it were the change of one a» 
lone, ſo that dearth it felf can ſcarce ſeperate ſouls ſo totally 
united; certainly the UM (whoinall things purſued ne 
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which they eſteemed beſt, found nothing more delightſom then 
perfe friendſhip. : . B- TH 3 

But how far doth Chrift excel all others in Ive, who by his 
Do&rine and Example hath inſtituted a partnerſhip or ſociety 
of mutual love by the denomination of Brethren; aboliſhing a- 
mengft his Diſciples, all preheminency or domineering of one 
over another, requiring that the gifts and means of fubliſtence 

_ inthe World (for neceſſity and delight) ſhould be commen, ha- 
ving called his people toa moderation, and toa life ſurabte'to 
pure nature, ſo that all Chriſtendom ought to be meerly a cer- 
rain great fraternity, conſiſting of ſuch as ( having deniedthe - 
World and their own luſts) conſpire together in Chriſt, thefole 
headand ſpring of love, doing well to one another, and for his 
ſake diftribure their goods to thoſe that ſtand in need. 

Oh that we had this perfeftion, and were anſwerable to the 
end of our creation! certainly there would -not be:ſuch-going to 
law , ſuch intrenching and ineroaching upon the bounds. of 
lands, ſuch hiding and cloſe locking up of money.,. nor would 
there be ſuch ſcraping together of ſuperfluous Eſtates, 

Oh coral ſum and higheſt pitch of all good! if any may be 
admitted (and that in due time) to this divine fayour; for even 
many decrippid aged perſons do ſeldom attain to this; Empes- - 
rors, Kings, Princes, &c. having ſpent all their years, all their 

' ſtrength of body and ſoul, have little or no time left them to 
ſerve a better Mafter 'then the World ; andrherefore if God do 
join ſome ſuch together as endeavour after a life more regular 
chen their former, each of them being at a loſs for a compani- 
11 to betterand promote his reſolution, one to whom he may 
communicate his ſecrets, a friendly reprover of his errors, a re- 
claimer of him from the Worlds allurements, a comforter in 

. adverſity, a moderator of joy in proſperity, and.in all reſpe&s 
a ſharer in that which God hath liberally given; and laſt of all, 
one ready for all caſes and conditions that may happen: I ſay 
and judge, that theſe are the happieſt of all perſons that ever 
were upon the earth. For as nopainfuller or miſerabler. thing 
can be thought on then that life which a man lives accordin 
ro the courſe of the world; ſo nothing is more acceptable an 
lovely in the Univerſe, then that harmony and concord which 
hathits Original from God, and influence upon the man that is 

| Joyned with his fellow-man, ſo-agteeable to his mind ; which 
airs os | | 6 * certain- 
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certainly can, be found no MN ©.2 908 there onely, where a firm 
love, agreement, and, concurring will in well doing, as alſo a li- 
beral diſtribution and imparging of. all created things is eater« 
tained, LOS Wayas bed FBI as © £26. LS 
It isevident;that the moſt wiſe God would honos. the ſacred 
ſociety of Matrimony, with the utmoſt perfe&ion of this ſo great 
Tove, fincethey thac are ſo joyned together, and built.upon the 
"Tight foundation, have not onely their goods,but a}ſo their joys 
and griefs. common, and cannot be ſevered by any kind of re- 
proaches, 070g ious endeavours of the enyipus... , , | 

The Wold bath her delight in differens, cagreesof, digni 
ries, ſtates, ticles, and” officeg,exalting themſglves,oneabove ano= 
ther; but Chriſt on the contrary will that eyery one ſhall per- 
form his office as amember of one and the ſame body,in which 
no one exalteth it ſelf, nor accounteth it ſelf worthier then o- 
ther; the eye is not puffed up becauſe it ſees; the foot isnot grie- 
ved that it ſees not; if any memberin the body is blemiſhed, it 
is carefully covered by the other; if any be weak, it is diligent- 
ly provided for by the reſt; whereas on. the contrary, every one 
in the World ( which by his Office or Title is differenced from 
. others) conceives he is quite another thing, and in.himſelf bet-- 
ter then others, and niuſt be reputed for one that is ſet together 
_ and compoſed of fome finer ſubſtance, and defigned to aſweet- 
_ exlife, yeazto an higherplace in heaven then others, | 
* Now if yon do butdiveRand ftirip the World of her Riches, 
Honors and State, how naked and rufully forlorn will ſhe re- 
 main?and how far different wil ſhe be found from that ſhe ſeems 

to be? and then it will be eafie to believe that ſhe is ſhored up b 
nothing elſe but wormeaten props,which if they were once pul- 
led away, they would be fitted and made free for the imitation 
of Chriſt. Oo hy | | 
' Do but ſee (oh: man!) what kind of things they are which do 
ſhut the door againft true love, and hinder communion or fel- 
lowſhip with Chrift,v:z. Nugatory, frivolous things, and trifles, 
which onely confifteth in a vain efteem and opinion which ſome 
- _ very heathens who ſaw a little further then others, did 

augh at, 

I. Firft, Riches and Fftates, which as our natures are ſatisfi= 
ed, are altogether ſuperfluous, and very troubleſome, the vani- 
ty whereof ,. who doth not ſee _ic.?, They are a burthen 

ro 
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to the rich, caufing them to fill 2 houſes with variety of coft- 
ly furnirure, which in many years (or never) happens not tobe 
uſeful co them; they are a trouble toger them ap lexity to 
keep them, and a grief to part with them; their houſesare ſpa- 
cions and'great; fo that there is either much yoid and empty 
room within,or elſe -they pur them{ſelvesro's g at deal of trou- 
ble and moleſtation in furniſhing and filling them; their clothes 
are ſo dainty- and curious that. they cannot ſit down any where 
without fear of ſpoiling their g__— and unleſs they have 
ſome to behold:their ſptendor, all 1s little to «hEm; bar if chey 
have ſpe&ators, they fear ſome will lurch, and others filch away 
from them; their _ is almoſt none, Ol how great a miſery is 
itto be laden with riches! OY 0 
Secondly, Honor and Dignities, which if we meaſure accor-. 
ding to the defign of nature, and the ruleof Chrift, may not o- 
therwife be diſttnguiſhed chen by ſeveral Names or denomina«» 
tions of divers members of one and .the ſame body; the name 
of the tongue; is that any more worthy name then thename of 
the finger ? The name of the eye; is that more excellent then 
the name of the breaſt ? No certainly; that whereby the mem- 
bers are differenced, doth not lifr them up; as with us the name 
-of Lord and Gentleman pufferh up; and whar elfe is it but a 
meer Name, the vanity whereof who ſees it not? The very foun- 
dation of it is nothing elſe bur the noiſe of rhe tongue, and the 
report of others; or the knee, or the hat, all fleeting and varia- 
ble things thar are to be bougat for a very ſmall martrer ; and 
yet weare oftentimes ſo fooliſh, that though ſuch things com- 
monly come not from the heart, neicher are fruits of an uprighe 
and finceremind; nay,when on the contrary our own minds do 
ſugggeſt to us, that there is I know not what kind of tacit derifi- 
oninit, and doth oftentimes fignifie nothing elſe but hatred 
and ill-will, yet we do delight in ſuch triffes, and give way to 
them ſo far, that we will rather hear a Iye from a notorious pa- 
.rafite or flatterer, if it be but on our fide, then to hearthe truth 
from an honeſt man, if it croſs our intexeſt. ; 
Do but now caſt up thy account (oh man!) how dearly thou 
haſt ventured to buy the friendſhip of the World , which yec 
thoa neverfoundf to be thy friend, but feignedly, and that for 
a ſpurt; on the contrary, confider how little, oralmoſt nothing, 


thou haſt beſtowed to anſwer the loye of God, who pager 
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(5) | 
' would have been the moſt aſſured , and moſt faithful and aſt 
changeable friend. WET: 

Thou haſt trimmed and decked thy body , and in Apparel 
thou haſt been paſling ſumptuous,that ſome filly creature might 
gaze on thee with' admiration: In feaſts thou haſt been prodigal, 
that thy.companions and affociates might commend thee; thou 
haſt diftributed thy gifts and preſents, chat thou mayeſt ſeem 
liberal; thou haft pur forth thy arr arid $kill, that thou maiſt be 
called and accounted learned; thou haft daubed thy houſe with 
many coloars , to cauſe them co ſtand ſtill that paſs by; im rhe 
_ meantime thy reward hathvbeen nothing elſe but a: great toy), 

and the ſudden, uncompoſed, diſagreeing , and unreaſonable 
judgement and cenſure of other men : Confider in the mean 
while whether thow haſt provoked God thereby , or honoured 
him; itis moſt certain ithat chou mighteſt have ſerved {God, and 
have performedithe office of love to thy neighbor at a far chea- 
per rates for by how'much profuſe and {laviſhthou haft been in 
the fervice of the World, 'by fo mach che more haſtthoubeen 
partimionions and ſparing in the ſervice of God) for it isevident 
the Workd requires coſtly attendance, as coall her matters, be- 
hig'tiever ſollieitous of the heart, how it ſtands with that, if you 
bene careful that nothing be wanting in outward appearance, ' 
In differnblins-and complemental deportments z or rf ithere be 
but ceremony and external ſemblance, and fine ſhew enough,ſo 

gcby the very Wipe it is plain that theſ{flavesof the World 
tay be difterned From the true ſervants of God, in as much as 
the fit iremoveable, flexible, fickle, and variable; bur the lat=- 
rer fiavetheir eyesalwayes fixed upon the mark which is ſet be= 
forethtit;-+ 2 a0 7 bs | vii 
- If we- bn: ont bring our ſelves to the touch and travel 
. through'the World, with a free and pure mind, we ſhall be able 
to obtaihfo'rfiiuchifrom our ſelves as in Chriſtan'fimpliciry, f- 
Tence and mmincumbredneſs,to excludethe Wiſdom,1t oquence 
and Pradence of the World, concluding (as in truth it is)'that 
nothing isto be compared with our Maſter Chriſt,and that none 
other know$sany thing, orcan give any counſel that is ſavingly 
profirable, bur he; norſhall we repute them happy who have no 
'other haralter ox ſhperſcriprion then the: Worlds Endow- 
ments,knowingthat Worldly knowledge is not fo great a rhing 
as'itis commonly eftetmed, for as muchas under the tle _ | 
$3EI5k8 Mn Som WM : EE F , ule 
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diſguiſe of learned, the very ſhame of being found ignorant, 
doth (with many inventions and cheating ſubterfuges ) endea- 
vour the hiding of it ſelf from being diſcevered co the eyes of 
the common people, 7 
Shall we never be able to attain to that equal judgement in 
uttinga true yelue upon real vertue wherefoever it be found, 
as well in a beggar as in a Prince? and ts leave off .more to ad- 
mire the Ornaments ofa Magiftrate, then the Of-e he ſuſtains? 
and efteeming leſs of poverty, then of ſupecfluicy ? of che ho- 
nor, chen of the ſtate? of a good conſcjence, leſs then of a.po- 
pular or vain applauſe ?: of a piece of bread, then of delicious 
dainties? of Water, then Wine? of a green bank of Turf?” chen 
of a coſtly.Couch?? RES £1 7 
Shall we not be able to arrive tothis, 'to efteem one onely 
Sentence of the holy Scriptures more then the bigheft accure= 
neſs of all the Worlds Philoſophy?We ſhall be ableto do it ifwe 
did well weigh that the Worlds turn is bur a ſhort Comedy, and 
that weare but Aﬀors who appear no more thenonce,upon the 
Stage ; and if wedid ſeriouſly confider that all ny Ks de= 
fcribed and repreſented to us in rhe World far otherwiſe chen. 
they are in themſelves, bur eſpecially when we:haye yell pon= 
 deredthar honeſt and godly people after a very litcle while are 
to expe& a participation and enjoyment of another kind of ho« 
nor and dignity then any the World promiſeth. |... _ .... 
Shall we never be able to actain to this;to.chuſe rather to lay 
up our Eftates in the hungry bellies of 'the poor , then jn « few 
bags? toilay the foundation of our praife upon the prayers of 
the poor? to make the croſs of Chriſt our glory , and'not to ef 
che w the difſavourof man, as the reward of our well-doing? In 
a word, to put off all defire of fame and renowy, as alſo.tq refer 
all defire of revenge, tothe judgement of Chrift; we ſhall be a- 
bleto do all this, if we forget. nor that .our God is,the moſt 
faithful of all Debtors, and the molt ſure of all Securities; if al- 
fo we never forget that his praiſe which ſhall be given to,us in 
the prefence of men and Angels, is the moſt glorious praiſe, and 
that his renumerations and recompences axe. the moſt noble 
andeverleſting.:/ oor flectione; hf 5 devias 
To how happy an hour are we bornjif we do -enter upon. this 
communion or fellowſhip! And from;how many vexations will 
it reicaſe us !.Whereof che Heathens , having oo_—_ Rr 
| et hd an. on, 
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fliadow, how tmagnanimouſfly did' they in their mindes ſoar a- 
loft above all Kings, and worldly glory? how did they deſpiſe 
all terrene affairs ( as they rthac from above look down upon 
that which is below) and had pitty on them, and ſo did indeed 
avoid the greateſt miſeries of mans life. GEES | 

Bur fince Chriſtian Religion is come into the world , it is a 
wonderful thing to-confider what a lighc brake in togerher with 
it, viz. ſuch a light that all they whoſe hearts were touched 
therewith, throwing all from them, betook themſelves to it for 
refage, as toa true and tedfaſt liberty after a long and horrible 
captivity, eaſily forgetting their riches, ſtate, rule and poſleſſi- 
en, forlaking Parents, Wite, Children, Relations, and whatſo- 
ever_before was moſt neer and dear unto them, not being by a- 
ny temptations of Tyrants, to bs drawn from the ſweetneſs of 
the Chriſtian life. | 

The ſame have appeared in the memory of our Fore-fathers, 
when thebonds ofAntichriſt(ic is trange to think how firm they 
were) were broken, when they vyhoa little before were forced 
ro creep upon the ground began to riſe up, with what readineſs 
that syrannical Worſhip of Invocating ſo many deceaſed Saints 
was rejected, andthe unconfined Worſhip of God re-entertain- 
ed? And with what readineſs that vain (though gainfull)fancy 
of Invocating Chriſt by ſo many Inrerceſſions came co nought 3 
ſo that it appears inal) reſpe&s, how much God: hath chalked 
out in nature itſelf the pure and true Worſhip, as alſo the ami- 
cable and:friendly conyerſation of man, and likewiſe how eaft- 
ly thoſe things which are contrary thereto, periſh: and come to 
nothing, and how far our Religion with-draweth us from all 
Theatrical or Stage-play geſtures, and countenances, and all 
thoſe troubleſom Ceremonies wherewith we torture our ſelves, 
in ſpeaking, eating, ſaluring; walking, cloathing, yea and in al} 
the a&ions of ourlife : Btronthe conerary how conformable 
4t makethriisto the releftral Hierarchie and natural Policie, and 
yet m cheſfe perty and: Arogerher childiſh things, men are ſo 

hard to be cotvincediand drawn off from them, as ifall their 
well-being depended thereon , and the beatitnde or -happineſs 
of all:mankindhad al] its foundation thereui, and 'nevergive 
ſo much ſcope toreafon and well-guided' underſtanding ,, as ej- 
'ther'to-avknowledge their vamicy, or if it be known to them, 
"rather tothrow'it'off then to retain and daily augment it with 
mew and exottick bawbles, | : 

| B H 


In truth , aso6ften as we do Sy ponder towhat end:God 
the Creator and Ruler of all things, hath brought every one of 
us into this great Fabrick of the World, and yet torus to ob- 
f{erve that thelife of almoſt all men is either unproficable, idle, 
wicked, or hurtful to mankind; we have reaſon to beafraid and 
jealous of our ſelves, leaft peradventure either by the corrupti- 
on of thetimes , or our education, we have applyed ourſelves 
toſome manner of life which is not tutable co the will of God, 
and the end of our Creation, being not abletogivea juſt ac- 
count wherein we havelived tothe glory of God, and the ad- 
vantage of mankind. = | 

Certainly to have eaten, to have drunk, to have ſlept, yea to 
have read much, writ much, ſeen, heard, and travelled much, 
and ler this alſo be added, to have inanaged an Eftate , to have 
kept Hounds, Horſes and Servants; to have had Arts and Learn- 
ing 1n great eſteem; to have trimmed up Houfes, to have often. 
made Banquets;'to have born Ticles of Honor; to have colle&- 
ed many Books together; in a word, to have been imployed and 
very buſie to the uttermoſ, in things that do nor relate or be- 
long to Chriſt, let them be what they will, certainly all that will 
never fatisfie God, nor endure the touch or tryal of the fire;but 
being conſumed as ſtubble, will leave man bare and naked, a 
Malefa@or, and gnilty in the preſence of God for his loft cime, 
and his negle& of friendſhip and union with God, together with 
the negle& of the Endowments,as wel of body, as of ſpirit, ſo 
that there will be an horrible diftance between them and thoſe 
whoſe faith- in God, and lovero man , hath been ſteadfaft- and 
frm. wt : ZÞ ve 34 ; 

Let us take heed Brethren, leaſt thoſe among us who either in 
underftanding, learning, riches, beaucy, or arts, excel others, 
do conceit that. God is therefore more gracious and favourable 
'ro them then others, and that they'have attained to the beſt 
life; for ſuch men do grofly deceive themſelves, becauſe che 
mannerof Gods jud:;ing 1s quite different from that of the 
World, his eyes are quite other kind of eyes, and his pollicy dif- 
fers from-the Worlds pollicy, as much as Heaven from Earth, 
: as one vyho chuſeth the ugvvyorthy an deſpiſed, reje&eth and 
- abhorrethithat vvhich cle World do highly eſteem... 4 
If any''think this our Society and Fellovyſhip to be a nevy 
thing, ſo that he cannot(as it vyas in old time)ſo much as point 
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out fire pairof ſuch friends, he hath reaſon with me to lament, 
that while men docuriouſly, and ,with anxity of mind, ſearch 
into the courſe of the Stars & Planets, the vertues of Plants 8 
Vigitables, yea into the very buwels of theearth, yer they are ſo 
negleCtive of their ſalvation, that they do not ( ini theleaft ) fo 
much zs ſeek and look after that life 'for which they would not 
need ſo much Silver and Gold, ſo many Titles of Honor, fo 
many Buildings, fuch Clothes, ſo much Furniture for their 
Houles,ſo many Meſles and Diſhes at their Meals, ſo many Arms 
and Ammunition, or Warlike proviſions, ſo many Judgements 
or Decrees of Law, ſo many Medicines, nor ſo many Books, all 
which are cauſes of vaſt trouble, fo that the men of the World 
themſelves (if they were bur wiſe ) would avoid theſe oc» 
caſions,or(as they themſelves do confels) neceflities of finning, 

This Society or fellowſhip hath not always been ſo rare, and 
ſo thin ſown, but was very 11fe in the primitive times, till the e- 
nemies of the firſt innocency did infinuate themſelves thereun- 
to, whereby the life which men were bound to live, as in obedi- 
ence to the Laws of Chriſt, began to be accounted ſuch as a man 
may chuſe whether he would imbrace orno, and takeup a me- 
ritorious and ſuperoragatory life, comprizing ſuch a ſan&imo- 
ny or holineſs as was more then neceſſary to ſalvation, and was 
cnely to be uſed by ſuch as defired a greater reward in Heaven 
then others ; which cpinion gavea beginning to many Orders 
of lazie and wanton beaſts,(I mean Monks, and the like) and of 
many thouſand fables & cheats , which things when men came 
to themſelves, they did juſtly refe&; and when they are grown 
wiſer, they wil totally caſt off, even thoſe poor ones whonow 
ſcrape and rake together the riches of the World, as alſo thoſe 
(ſeeming)humble and lowly perſons that now take up the high 
Seats of the World, and ſuch pretended: ſimple ones who now 
fill and diſturb rhe whole World with their cunning and deceit. 

But for us, let us hold faſt that which is in this life the beſt 
thing, vez. The univerſal love to Gods creation; and it we be 
inſufferable to the World, and they be incorrigibleor unbette- 
rable as tous, then let'tis reduce our friendſhip and fociety toa 
few in number, and maintain it in ſuch places as are ſeperate 
from other men, where we may with leſs impediment or hinde- 
rance, love one another,and mind the Wonders of God, eating 
the bread we ſhall earn with our own hands, leaving nothing to 
the body but what its pnakedneſs, hunger, thisft, and wearineſs 
| pats. Ho B23 calls 
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call; for, to help opr neceflicy and health, then ir will appear 
how many chings we may well be without, what things we 'may 
refrain, and what kind of matters we onghc nor to know ; how. 
meny chings We may ayoid ,, in what things we 16 fur iorps 
our ſelyes, and how far,eaher we. may fatisfie Chriſt in his little 
ones with,a penny, then che Warld with apoungt | 

| For Princes are not barn on purpote co rear up ſtately Palla- 
ces; the Le:rned are nat born forthe writing of many unprofi- 
table and (rori)ie moſt parc) frivolous Books”; the rick are not 
born to boaſt of their gold, filver,and chriftal-Vellels ; the reſt 
of the people are not born tor ſo many various unprofitable 
Handy-craits: In a word, mankind is not horn for ſo many 
kinds of educarion, ot-being rich, and running into exceſs; 
bug all theſe racks of the mind it hathinvented of it ſelf, agd 
"now mace a cuftum and habirual, ſothat it hath made the life 
more grievous tot [elf every day, under ſo many painful and 
labourſome inventions. 

Now I woula that they that ſtand and admire at the fine Wits 
of our age, and che ſublic learning of .our times, did but con- 
ſider with me, Wherher theſe things which daily picaſe our eyes 
with their novelty, be indeed ſuch for. which we may juſtly re- 
Joice; or whether on the contrary it werenot much berter (lince 
theyare the cauſe of ſo many griefs and troubles in mans life ) 
that. we were. wiſhed and adviſed by our learned men to put 
them ,away far from. us. : 

For what greater fruit of Wiſdom, or what greater. glory of 
the new revived learning could there poihbly be, then by that 
to bring humane matters to ſuch a poſture that we may attri- 
bute our.well:-being and felicity in this life to them, ynder God, 


that ky the wholeſom inftruftion. thereof, chat which is ſuperflu-' 


ous, uicleſs.and unnecfiary , might be thrown away , and thac 
which is nugatory,,: crifling and unprofitable , mighc be cut off, 
and that we might truly be diſtinguiſhed from the barbaxous 8 
ſavage people, not by. Books, nor by. Ticles of Honor, nor by U- 
niyerfities, but by ſuch morality as Chriſhan, Philoſophy doth 
ce(cribe. © oo vote | Ke 

v Let there come forth from the Studies and Liberaries of our 
Wiſe men into the lighc, not a continuation or. proſecution of 
old Errors, or au-heaping up of, new to the old, bus on the con- 
trary,a Rule or Diretion fora new and reformed } if 1n, Chriff, 
which may demonftrare, that as we arc profeſlors of rhe beſt 
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Religion, we are alſo imitators of the beſt life; then fall we r= | 


turn to-their Society or Fellowſhip, and be ſitbjef to rheir good 
Lavys and Orders, and'oblerve their rational Cuſtoms." * © 
In che mean time lec them nor takeir- ill that we do five make 
any great ac{bunr of theſe Sciences thatare voidof Chriſtzthar 
we do not defire to knowthem; andif wehave drunk in ar 
ſuch, yer we deſire toynlearn them, and with fingleneſsof heart 


to become as children, who. are altogether undtquaimeed with + 


voluptuoninels, ceremonies, riches, and foolifh Yaboup; henees 
forward we Gelire ce live towards God:', jn unincumbrednels, 
void of carking for the mnltipliciry of ſuper-necellary chmegs, 
exercifing « Jdelighe m real equality , and forthe reſt, acknow- 
ledge Chriti onely for our Lord and Maſter, and inthis School of 
his we hope char neither Divine Mylteties, nor ſecrets of Nature, 
nor the contemplation of rare-matters, ſhall be wanting to'us, 
fince he formerly hath made 1c evident by the example of his Apo- 
ſtles and holy men, how powerful he is in teaching, and then efpes 
cially be diſplayeck his riches, and opens his uftexhanſtible treaſures 
when humane Wiſdom ceatech, and the kill of the World melt- 
eth away. | | 3:92 
But that we now are fo weak, &.che ſtrength of our Religion that 
is. grown fo faint with us, that the Majeſty of the Divine preſence, 
with the miraculons working, is removed from-us , whom-ſhalbwe 
accule tor this, but our ſelves, who in the midft of the Divine Light 
bave ſcarce retained any more then the bare name, being contet 
if we may but be called Chriſtians , as to the reſt being altogether 
like to the World? So thatitis no marvel that we who do not ex- 
cel others in'the purſuic of honeſt aRions , as Juſtice, Mercy, and 
the propagation of. the Name of Chriſt, nor in the education” of 
children , do not alſoin the leaft go beyond them in thoſe gifts 
which were peculiar to upright and zealous Chriſtians; and” yet'we 
ought in ſo clear alighreof the Goſpel as we have, to be ſo far di- 
ſKinguiſhed as to excel other men; ſo that if others do not commit 


Adultery , we ſhould'nor ſo much as deſire another mans Wife, if 


they do not commit Murther , we ſhould not at all'/ be angry with 
our brother if they love them that are like to chem , we ſhould 
love our enemies; if they do lend to thoſe that have ro give again, 
we ſhould lend to thoſe from whom we cannot hope to receive any 
thing again; for it becometh us who hope ior the inheritance 
- of an eternal life, in allthings to go beyond choſe that know one- 
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ly this preſent life : But if ( nevertheleſs) we be found beneath 
theſe, or if we be found but like to them, and no more, how much 
will cheir accuſacion preſs us down, and condemn us co the like, yea 
to a more grievous puniſhment. | 

Let us look back to the former Ages, and it will appear that the 
Divine Power was then moſt of all vigorous and eminent, when 
there was not ſuch oſtentation of fine Wits, bue the ſupream know- 
« ledge was then placed in the Croſs of Chriſt, but now while mat- 
ters go quite otherwiſe, and the creatures of our brain do obum- 
brate, or overſhadow and obſcure the Works of God, we do things 
accotding to the will and pleaſure of Satan, who being the moſt 
ſubtile of all Philoſophers, Logicians, and Artiſts, is not afraid of 
us if we go his way; and by that occafion he infinuateth himſelf 
more and more into us, and gliderhin by means of ſuch things 
which we moſt admire. 

Do not you ſee, Brethren, that by the goodneſs and long-ſuffer- 
ing of God, it is in our hand and power, now we have taſted of the 
bitrerneſs of this Worlds pleaſure, to rid our ſelves of very many 
troubles, going on by a way that is not crooked and rugged, bue 
traight and ſmooth, tending co the true reſt, and higheſt pitch of 
all perfeRtion, by applying our ſelves to this Communion or Socie- 
ty whereof we have made mention, which fuftereth no pride, riot, 
exceſs, uncleanneſs, injuſtice, or any evils which have been pour- 
trayedin their native colours, from which Society no man that 
profeſſeth the Name of Chriſt, and praRiſeth his DoQrinc, is ex- 
cluded, of what ſet, party, or by what Name ſoever he is caſled 
or known. | | | 

We deſire therefore, that all who love their own peace and wel- 
fare, will conſider of our Order or Inſticution, which is propound- 
£d for a general rule; for we jadge it ro be not onely a true oppoſi- 
tion to all evil, but alſo a means to rid the World of all unprofita« 
ble and hurcful Handy-crafts, being the cauſe of fin and ſlavery, 
to which we bope that God (who is the Husband of Widows, and 
a Father of the fatherleſs) will vouchſafe his bleſſing, chrough Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that ſo che pure and uncorrupted Worfhip ( which con- 
fiſts more in well-daing, chen in muck ſpeaking ) may break forth to 
 theglory of. his holy Name, and the good of all mankind. 


THE-END. | 
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A Letter written in order\to themow mentioned Society, of little 
Common-Wealth, by ſome well-affeRted perſons, whoſe hearts. 
and hands have already joyned therein, to tir up all ſuch who 
are truly ſenſible of the poor and needy,-to carry on this ſo ne- 
ceſſary and charitable a work. Tera . 


H Arg not encly confidered the poverty, affiiftions, and ftreights 
of many well-mnaed people, together with the evil conſequences 
that ariſe from the corrupt cuſtoms and wayes of moſt employment s, and 
he general diſorder proceeding from riches and poverty ; but alſo the 
way propownded by the endeavours of our friend Petex Corneliflon, 
to refiifie all ſuch and many other inconveniences, by bringing togethey 
« fit, ſutabley and well qualified peop/e, into one Houſhold-government, 
or little Commo:r.-wealt h, wherein every one may keep his | U.qu > ” and 
be imployed in ſome work, or other, as he ſhall be fir, withowt being op- 
preſſed, as is more at large expreſſed in a Platform to that prrpoſe. 
Woerenpon we are reſolved judging it to be neceſſary, and our daty 
t# promote ſo good and pious 4 we , ith the aſſiſtance of other mer - 
ciful and rational men,to lay ſuch a foundation as may tend tothe relief 
of the oppreſſed, the preſerving of ſuch as are in danger of falliug iy= 
to'temptations and ſnares, and the increaſe of underſtanding and mnutu- 
: al loucy as alſo the exemplary ordering of ſuch atts as may be accom- 
pliſhed by prudential charity. | DET 
-. And herenntowe do earneſtly invite all perſons that bave a willing 
mird to.do good according to their abilities, ſome by their wiſdam and 
- counſel, others by money and credit, or by both, as they ſhall be abls and 
free , that ſo a ſtock mayberaiſed for the carrying on of this ood and 
bene fictal work. my EE 3G el 3. | | 
' Towhich end we have (ubſcr:b:d our Names, and the ſums of money 
which we are willing to give, hoping that all ſuch as are for ſogeneral a 
work, will wpon due con/:dera:10n likewiſe ſubſcribe for ſuch # ſum of 
money 4s they are willing ro give. towards the accompliſhment of+ the 
. premiſer, and meet together to confer and order the ſaid (ſums of Woneys 
snto the hana; of ſome truſty perſons, for the uſe and benefit of the So- 
| | Fiety. 
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ciety onely, and what *I(e hall be ound condachng to the perfſelling of 
this work , ' { rhe Sccretr can lubſi(t of '«r [eIF im order, which we be- 
lieve way [21 be, from rhe.cr-dible informationof divers perſon;,ve law 
ting that many hundreds wn Tranfilvania, Hungaria, and the Palts= 
graves Con me? e 25 from a f nel b- £111:11g have attained not ouel toa 
very comfo; table fe amovg themſeives, but alſo ability of doing much 

food to others n0t of their Societtes. ; 


Subſcribed towards the raiſing of a Stock, 
as folloyvs, 
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If anyHusband: man, Sea-mzx, Handycrafts-man, or Artiſt, 

- (being of attyniverſal imparcml ſpirte.) have a defire to ſpeak with / 

- him who is inſtrumental-in.rhe promoting of £ good a work, may 
finde him at theſe fallowing places: - —_ 

"On: Mondays ac fottr.of the clock in theCafternoon,at che Beldg- 
"Ih , 


four of the dock inthe afternon, in Spittle-fieilds 


near Biſkopſgite-ſtreer, at the Rpd Lyon: © | 
On Wec s at ten of che Clockyig the morning/ in Kingſteeet 
at the-fgm 0 lope,/” KD, ED + 
> The ſame day ” the clock in th>&gftefnoon; upon great. 
x7 : \ 


* Tower-Hill at 'che:Red/Cow. | 

/ On Thurſdays in the>&feernoon at two/of- th> Clock, at: Stan- 
hop-ſtreet berweerNew-Meagket and Drury-Lanc, a& the fign of 
-the Whice.Horſpg! . EY . | 

_ OnFrydays at two of the clodk in the Afternoon, atWeſt- 
Smithfeild a che George-Lnne . 


. 
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